
Sociology Curriculum Overview 

Curriculum Intent: 

In Sociology, we aim to create global citizens equipped to make independent judgments, who are aware of the past, 

present, people and future of the world around them.  Through questioning, investigation and critical thinking, BHA 

learners are discovering their place in the world, as well as their own values and their responsibilities. The 

curriculum focuses on developing knowledge and skills which will give students a firm foundation for further study 

for their further study and later life. Furthermore, it allows all learners to have the best possible chance to feel 

confident in their own abilities and build on previous learning. 

We aim to broaden our young people’s minds by encouraging them to see the world through different perspectives. 

Learners will critically analyse the social world in thought-provoking ways. They will learn about the structure of 

society, the processes that occur within it and wide-ranging issues. This will be carried out through the study of 

families, education, crime and deviance and social stratification. Learners will develop their ability to analyse and 

apply sociological knowledge in specific contexts. Learners will also develop their communication skills by comparing 

and contrasting sociological perspectives, make reasoned arguments, make judgements and draw justified 

conclusions. 

 

By studying sociology, students will develop transferable skills including how to: 

• Investigate facts and make deductions 

• Develop opinions and new ideas on social issues 

• Analyse and better understand the social world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum Overview 

 

Year 10 

Autumn Term 1A Autumn Term 1B Spring Term 2A Spring Term 2B Summer Term 3A Summer Term 3B 

TOPIC TITLE: The sociological 
approach and Families 

TOPIC TITLE: Families TOPIC TITLE: Research methods TOPIC TITLE: Education TOPIC TITLE: Education TOPIC TITLE: Crime an deviance 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and 
skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and 
skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and 
skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and 
skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and 
skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and 
skills) 

• What is 
sociolog
y 

• Structur
es, 
process
es and 
issues 

• Socialisa
tion 

• Key 
ideas of 
Karl 
Marx 

• Key 
ideas of 
Emile 
Durkhei
m 

• Key 
ideas of 
Max 
Weber 

• Consens
us vs 
conflict 
debate 

Knowledge:  

• Explain 
what 
sociology 
consists 
of 

• Examples 
of 
structures
, 
processes 
and issues 

• Examples 
of 
primary 
and 
secondary 
socialisati
on 

• Explain 
the 
impact of 
socialisati
on 

• Theoretic
al views 
of society 

Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpreta
tion 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate  
 

• What is a 
family, 
Different 
family types  

• Alternative 
families 

• Family 
diversity 

• functionalist 
view of 
families 

• Marxist view 
s of families 

• Feminist 
views of 
family 

• Conjugal 
roles 

• Symmetrical 
family 

• Power 
between 
couples 

• Relationshi
ps  

• Changes to 
families 

• Demographi
c trends 

• Marriage/di
vorce 

• Contempora
ry family-
related 
issues 

Knowledge 

• Definition
s of the 
word 
family 

• Different 
family 
types 

• Theoretic
al views 
of family 

• Gender 
roles 

• Changes 
in 
relationsh
ips 

• Changes 
in families 

 
 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpreta
tion 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

• Research 
process 

• Theory AND 
RM 

• Pilot studies 

• Sampling 
techniques 

• Data 
collection/an
alysis 

• Social 
surveys 

• Questionnair
es 

• Interviews 

• Longitudinal 
studies 

• Observations  

• Official 
statistics 

• Secondary 
data 

• Ethical 
problems 

Knowledge: 

• Steps of 
sociologic
al 
research 
Steps 

• Different 
types of 
research 
methods 

• Ethics 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpreta
tion 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

• Functionali
st view of 
education 

• Socialisatio
n, social 
control and 
political 
role 

• Informal/fo
rmal 
education 

• Marxist 
view 

• Historical 
changes 

Knowledge: 

• Views of 
education 

Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpreta
tion 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

• Key 
policy 
changes 

• Social 
class and 
educatio
n 

• Gender 
and 
achieve
ment 

• Ethnicity 
and 
achieve
ment 

 

Knowledge: 

• Different 
education
al 
achievem
ents 
between 
social 
groups 

• Education
al policy 

 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpreta
tion 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

• What is 
crime and 
deviance 

• Social 
order/social 
control 

• Formal/info
rmal social 
control 

• Functionalis
t views on 
crime 

• Marxist 
view on 
crime 

• Feminist 
view of 
crime 
 

 

Knowledge: 

• Definition 
of crime 
and 
deviance 

• Forms of 
social 
control 

• Theories 
of crime 

 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpreta
tion 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 

Autumn Term 1A Autumn Term 1B Spring Term 2A Spring Term 2B Summer Term 3A Summer Term 3B: NA 

TOPIC TITLE: Crime an deviance TOPIC TITLE: Crime and deviance/Social 
stratification 

• TOPIC TITLE: Social stratification TOPIC TITLE: Revision  TOPIC TITLE: Revision TOPIC TITLE: 

Topics 
 
 

Domains (Core 
knowledge and skills)  

Topics 

 

Domains (Core 
knowledge and skills) 

Topics 
 

 

Domains (Core 
knowledge and skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and skills) 

Topics Domains (Core 
knowledge and skills) 

• Functionalist 
views on 
crime 

• Marxist view 
on crime 

• Feminist 
view of 
crime 

• Interactionist 
view of 
crime 

Official statistics on 
crime 

Knowledge 

• Theories of 
crime 

Crime statistics 
 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpretation 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 
 

Crime and 
Deviance 

• Social class 
and crime 

• Gender and 
crime 

• Ethnicity and 
crime 

• Age and crime 

• Media and 
crime 

Social 
stratification 

• What is social 
stratification 

• Functionalist 
view 

• Marxist view 

• Weber’s view 

• Social class 

 

Knowledge: 

• Patterns of 
crime 
according to 
social groups 

• Reasons for 
patterns of 
crime 
according to 
social groups 

• Definition of 
social 
stratification 

• Theories of 
social 
stratification 

Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpretation 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

• Social 
mobility 

• Does 
class 
matter? 

• Gender 

• Age 

• Wealth 
and 
income 

• Poverty 

• Welfare 
state 

• Power 

• Feminist 
views on 
power 

 

Knowledge 

• Definition of 
social 
mobility 

• Research on 
social 
mobility (3 
minimum) 

• Inequality 
between 
different 
social groups 

• Explanations 
of inequality 
between 
social groups 

Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpretation 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

 Knowledge 
TBC (revision topics) 
 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpretation 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

 Knowledge 
TBC (revision topics) 
 
 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpretation 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

 Knowledge 
TBC (revision topics) 
 
 
Skills 

• Identify 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• interpretation 

• Analyse 

• Evaluate 

 


