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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 
 
These are exciting times for students as in September 2016 they will move on to the final 
stage of their secondary education at Bristnall Hall Academy. Choosing option subjects in 
Year 9 is a major decision and an exciting opportunity for students. So much in the future 
depends on students achieving good GCSE results and the more successful each student 
is, the more choices that will be available to them when considering a career.  At Bristnall 
Hall Academy we offer a wide range of courses to suit many different individual needs, all of 
which provide an opportunity to succeed and help prepare students for the future. 

 
Students are now faced with a wide range of courses from which to select their examination 
subjects and it is vital that subjects are chosen only after careful consideration.  Until now, 
every student has followed the same broad range of curriculum subjects and all timetables 
have looked similar. In September students will continue with some of these subjects and 
could be studying new ones. Some students are required to take a Design and Technology 
subject as part of their core curriculum choice.  Others will be able to choose to take these 
subjects as part of their option choices.  Also, some students will have to study GCSE 
Spanish and a Humanities subject, giving them the opportunity to achieve the English 
Baccalaureate. Where students have the opportunity to select other courses it is important 
to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum. 

 
We are currently preparing students for the Option process. To help students make the best 
choices we will advise which choices or subjects we consider are the most appropriate for 
each individual student. Whether students are in the E or B Band there is a wide variety of 
subjects from which the student is able to make their choice.   During the course of the next 
few weeks students will have the opportunity to speak to teachers about the subjects they 
are interested in and also reflect on their performance in Year 8 and so far in Year 9 
following the recent Assessment Reviews and reporting process. Students should think 
very carefully about which subjects they enjoy and can succeed in, remembering that they 
will be working for two years on this course.  It is important that students consider where 
their strengths are, the skills they have and which subjects they will perform well in. 

 
This booklet gives details of each course offered. It is intended to help learners to make 
the right choices about their future learning and work.  It has been designed to inform 
students and complement other sources of information available – Parents/Carers Options 
Evening, PSHEe lessons, Careers advice and Form Tutor input. The option process is 
designed to inform students and Parents/Carers as fully as possible. 

 
We wish you the best of luck in your future at Bristnall Hall Academy. 
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 INTRODUCTION TO KEY STAGE 4 

 
 

 

Bristnall Hall Academy has designed the choices to reflect the different curriculum needs and 
expectations that each student has. Choices are designed to help students and parents/carers 
choose the best combination of subjects for their KS4 curriculum.  Students have been placed 
in a Curriculum band, most suiting their needs and abilities. All students will study compulsory 
core subjects and have a choice of other courses. 

 
Compulsory Core Subjects of English, Mathematics, Science and Religious Studies are 
studied by all students and are all crucial subjects in which to gain GCSEs, BTECs or Accred- 
ited Certificates. 

 

Some students will also study Spanish and a Humanities subject - Geography or History - 
as part of their compulsory core giving them the opportunity to achieve the English Baccalaure- 
ate. This is not a new qualification but a new measure that records achievement in English, 
Mathematics, Sciences, a Language and a Humanities subject. 

 

Some students will also study a Design and Technology subject as part of their compul- 
sory core. 

 
For most students success in these subjects will deliver five or more GCSE grades. The rest 
of the KS4 curriculum should be balanced and give students a wide range of courses and 
experiences resulting in the highest grades those students can achieve.  Subjects not part of 
the core will also be part of the option choices available to choose from. All students will 
continue to study Physical Education, Work Related Learning and PSHEe and will take part in 
Enrichment activities. In addition some students may choose to study Business Studies or 
Physical education at GCSE level. 

 

 
 

After reading all the information in this booklet and completing the ‘Know Yourself’ exercise, 
complete the Option Choice Form.  Remember to choose the correct amount of choices for 
subject options. Some subjects are oversubscribed and some students may not get their first 
choice. Consider very carefully your reserve choice. 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDER - Please remember that we do our very best to accommodate the 
widest range of subject combinations possible. There is the possibility that any course that 
attracts only a small number of students may not be viable to run.  In such cases we will speak 
to students and parents/carers as appropriate to discuss this and consider alternatives. 

 
 

Year 9 Option Process Timetable 
 

Options Evening  

 

 

Thursday 4th February 2016 

 Parent/Carer Evening—reports issued Thursday 25th February 2016 

Assessment Review – student profiles updated February 2016 

Option Form Handing in opens Monday 8th February 2016 

Option Choice deadline Monday 29th February 2016 

Option Choice feedback to Parents/Carers  April 2016 
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QUALIFICATIONS 
 

 

The national external examination system is undergoing radical changes at the moment as are 
the many and varied further education and training opportunities available to young people 
after the age of 16. Bristnall Hall Academy gives all students the opportunity to gain externally 
recognised qualifications. 

 
The number and type of external qualifications gained at the end of Year 11 will depend 
greatly on your effort and application. Most examinations are designed to measure what you 
KNOW, UNDERSTAND and CAN DO.  An explanation of GCSE examinations which we offer 
at Bristnall Hall follows in the next section. Some students will study all GCSE courses and 
some a combination of GCSE, BTEC Courses and Vocational Related courses. 

 
Consideration of what you may wish to study Post 16 and any career aspirations that you may 
have at this stage are both important factors in making your choices as what is chosen now 
may have implications for the future. 

 

 
 

GCSEs are a single system of examinations with a single scale of grades from 1 to 9 
being introduced for students commencing all courses since September 2015. The 
examination will test not only memory and orderly presentation of facts but also understanding, 
practical and other skills and the ability to apply knowledge.  All GCSE courses and 
examinations will follow nationally agreed guidelines known as 'national criteria'. These will 
cover course objectives, content and assessment methods. Their aim is to help students to 
benefit as much as possible from their studies. 

 
BTECs are work related qualifications suitable for a wide range of students, built to 
accommodate the needs of employers and allow progression to university.  They provide a 
more practical, real-world approach to learning alongside a key theoretical background.  They 
can be taken as well as, or in place of, GCSEs and A levels in schools and colleges.  BTECs 
have some element of external examination. Also, students study real-life, work-based case 
studies and complete projects and assessments, which contribute to achieving each unit 
studied. 

 
 

 
 

To complete the Choice form: 
 

     Complete the ‘Know Yourself’ exercise on pages 8-9. 
     Research and decide upon the subjects you wish to study at KS4. 
     Read the Case Studies on Page 7. 
     Read the information about all the subjects offered and different choices available. 
     Speak to the subject teachers for more information about the subject. 
     Choose your preferred subjects and record these on the Option Choice Form.
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WHICH SUBJECT? 
 

 

You must think very carefully about the subjects you choose because once you have started a 
course it is very difficult to change. Your choice will be influenced by the following factors:- 

 

 Year 9 Review data will show what you are capable of and which subjects you are most 
likely to achieve in. 

 Teachers will talk to you and your parents/carers and as a result, may recommend certain 
subjects to you. 

 Your plans for the future may change over the years. Therefore, the golden rule is never to 
specialise too much at this stage - a narrow choice can come later if you wish. 

 Careers staff will help you choose a good combination of subjects which will enable you to 
use your abilities when you go on to further education, into a skill training scheme or into a 
job when you leave college.  Use websites to investigate more. 

 
PSHEe tutors will offer advice on the option process. Also use the ‘Know Yourself’ activity, 
Learner Checklist and Case Studies to help. Some questions you might consider are:- 

1. Which subjects are available? 
2. Which do I feel most comfortable doing? 
3. What level am I likely to reach in them? 
4. Which subjects am I recommended to take? 
5. Which subjects are necessary for the employment I wish to aim towards? 
6. Which subjects might I need to study if I intend to go on to further education? 

 

Do... Don’t... 

Do keep possible future career pathw ays in 
mind and check that subject choices are appropri- 
ate. 

Don’t w orry if you do not know exactly w hat 
career you want to do yet. 

Do take time to discuss any career ideas w ith 
your Form Tutor, subject teachers and parents/ 
carers. 

Don’t make choices based on w hat your 
friends are doing – you may not be in the same 
group. 

Do remember that all qualifications are 
valuable in their own right. 

Don’t choose or dismiss a subject based on 
your current teacher. There is a good chance that 
your teachers in KS4 may be different. 

Do think about your ow n abilities, strengths 

and interests. 

Don’t choose a subject w ithout taking time to 

find out about what the course involves. 

Do think about subjects that you enjoy as you 

are likely to achieve well in these. 

Don’t forget to ask if you need help and guid- 

ance in making these choices. 

Do make the most of the information available 

in making choices. 

Don’t w aste this important opportunity to plan 

your KS4 curriculum. 
 

 
 

Some combinations of subjects  cannot  be taken as the courses are too 
similar and they will not allow you to have a broad and balanced curriculum. 

 

 

For example: 
     GCSE and BTEC in the same subject 

     GCSE Resistant Materials and GCSE Graphics 
     GCSE Physical Education and BTEC Dance or BTEC Sport
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CASE STUDIES 
 

 

CASE STUDY 
CASE STUDY

 

Marcia left school in Year 11 
with two As, four Bs and three Cs 
at GCSE. She chose to study a 
BTEC National Diploma in 
Applied Science (Forensic 
Science and Criminal 
Psychology) at her local FE 

college because her career goals 
lay in Forensic Science or the 
Police. The course appealed to 
her because it led to many 
interesting career options. She 
took an A level in Psychology 
alongside the BTEC and plans to 
go to university before trying to 
get into the Police service. 

Nasir left school and w ent to 
the local FE college – first on a 
course that gave him a taste of 
several different job skills, then 
onto a course that reflected his 
vocational interest.  He is now at 
an Employment Foundation 
Scheme where he is learning 
practical skills such as cookery 
and working towards his Entry 
Level 3 Certificate in English. As 
part of his training Nasir does 
two days a week work 
experience in a shop. 
 

 
 
 

CASE STUDY
 

 
 

CASE STUDY 
 

 
 

Craig studied GCSE Business 
Studies at KS4 and found it very 
interesting because it involved 
research and developing 
communication skills.  He learnt 
about how customers should be 
treated and about the workings 
of a business organisation.  He 
decided that he wanted to do A 
levels, including a VCE in 
Applied Business.  He combined 
it with an AS in ICT.  He then 
started a degree in Business 
Information Technology at 
Manchester University. 

Carrie did not attain high 
grades at GCSE and she wanted 
to stay on in full time education. 
She liked ICT and found a place 
on a BTEC Introductory Diploma 
in IT at Work.  It gave her a wide 
knowledge of computers aspects 
of IT and gave her confidence 
and skills that will help her find 
employment. A temporary job 
helped broaden her skills while 
looking for more permanent work. 

Carrie aims to work with young 
people in a counselling role but 
knows she is unable to do this 
until she is 21. To help with her 
goal, she volunteers to work on 
the ‘Holidays At Home’ 
Programme for children in her 
local area.  Connexions 
continues to support her.
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KNOW YOURSELF 
 

 

It is important to know what types of activity most interest and motivate you. Spend some time 
thinking about what you enjoy, what keeps you interested in something and what helps you 
work hard. 

 

 

Activity 

Look at the list below of things that may or may not motivate and interest 
you.  Read the list carefully and then tick the  12  which you think you 
enjoy or would enjoy doing the most.

 
 
 

 

   Building things 
   Being on television 
   Organising your finances 
   Looking after people 
   Doing calculations 
   Arranging things on the phone 
   Running a business 
   Sorting out arguments 
   Playing in a band 
   Doing experiments 
   Solving problems 
   Buying and selling things 
   Making plans 
   Doing voluntary work 
   Making and fixing things 
   Helping people 
   Using tools and machines 
   Finding out how things work 
   Entering competitions 
   Showing people what to do 
   Writing a book 
   Organising parties and other social events 
   Putting CDs/DVDs in the right order 
   Doing a makeover 
   Researching and testing ideas 
   Campaigning for change 
   Being active and working outdoors 
   Designing a new computer game 
   Designing and displaying things 
   Using a computer
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KNOW YOURSELF 
 

Activity 
Now transfer your  12  responses from the previous page to this one. 
Tick the same twelve statements as before. This time they are in groups 
to help you identify which type of interests you have.

 

 

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C 

    Building things 

    Solving problems 

    Making and fixing things 

 Using tools and 
machines 

 Being active and 
working outdoors 

    Being on television 

    Playing in a band 

    Writing a book 

    Doing a makeover 

    Designing and displaying 
things 

    Looking after people 

    Sorting out arguments 

    Doing voluntary work 

    Helping people 

    Showing people what 
to do 

GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F 

    Doing calculations 

    Doing experiments 

 Finding out how things 
work 

 Researching and 
testing ideas 

 Designing a new 
computer game 

    Running a business 

    Buying and selling things 

    Entering competitions 

 Organising parties and 
other social events 

    Campaigning for change 

 Organising your 
finances 

 Arranging things on 
the phone 

    Making plans 

 Putting CDs/DVDs in 
the right order 

    Using a computer 
 

 
 

Mostly As Type A 
 

Mostly Bs Type B 
 

Mostly Cs Type C 

You like doing something 
practical. Look for option 
where you can use your 
practical skills, do something 
active and work on different 
types of projects. 

You enjoy being creative. 
Look for options where you 
can express yourself and 
work on new ideas. 

You are a sociable person. 
Look for options where you can 
work with other people and find 
out more about how society 
works. 

 

Mostly Ds Type D 
 

Mostly Es Type E 
 

Mostly Fs Type F 

You enjoy investigating things. 
Look for options where you can 
use your number and thinking 
skills to find out more about 
why things are the way they 
are. 

You are an enterprising 
person. Look for options 
where you can use your 
energy, communication, 
number and thinking skills to 
test your ideas about how to 
improve the world. 

You like to be organised.  Look 
for options where you can use 
your planning, communication 
and computer skills to find out 
more about the systems and 
structures that keep the world 
working properly. 

 

Which interest did you score the highest on? It may be that one stands out most or 
possibly two or three. Try to identify the top two and record them in the boxes below. 
This is the first step towards making choices that you are likely to be successful with. 

 

My main interest types are          Type                    and                             Type
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STUDENT CHOICES 
 

Students have the opportunity to study the Core and EBAC subjects. 
 
 
 
 

Core subjects 

 

English Language and Literature 
Mathematics 
GCSE Science 
Religious Studies 
Physical Education (Non exam) 
PSHEe (Non exam) 

 

Language* 
 

GCSE Spanish  (*OR a D & T subject for B Band) 

 

One Humanities subject 
 

GCSE Geography       OR     GCSE History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Two subjects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE / BTEC 
OPTIONS 

 

 
 
 

GCSE Art and Design  
GCSE Computer science                         
GCSE Catering  
GCSE Triple Science  
GCSE PE or BTEC Sport  
GCSE Film Studies  
GCSE Graphics  
GCSE Music or BTEC Music  
GCSE Resistant Materials  
GCSE Textiles  
GCSE Sociology  
GCSE Dance or BTEC Performing Arts (Dance)  
GCSE Catering (Food and Nutrition) 
Children’s Play, Learning and Development  
Business and Enterprise  
Health and Social Care  
Creative iMedia  

 

 
 
 
 

 
*B BAND 
OPTIONS 

 
 

Some students will have the opportunity to study a 
tailored curriculum which will be suited to their 
assessment profile, taking into consideration their 
target grades and current progress towards it.  

 

Bristnall Hall Academy will ensure all students are 
entered into subjects which allow them to maximise 
their progress during KS4. 
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COMPULSORY CORE SUBJECTS 
 
 
 

 

COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTS 

 
 
 

 

 All  students must 
study 

English, Mathematics, Science and 
Religious Studies 

 
 

Most students will also have to 
study Spanish and a Humanities subject. 

 

 
 
 

You will also study Physical Education and 
PSHE which are 

non-examination subjects and experience 
Work Related Learning. 

 
 

 

Read these pages carefully so you understand 
what studying these subjects involves.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
 

Area Leader: Ms S Warsama 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course                     EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: 

Language 

Paper 1– Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing. 
Section A -  Reading - one literature fiction text. 
Section B - Writing - Descriptive or Narrative writing. 

 
Paper 2 - Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
Section A -  Reading - one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text. 
Section B - Writing - Writing to present a viewpoint. 

 
Non examination assessment - Spoken language - 1 presentation. 

 
Literature 
Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the nineteenth-century novel. 
Section A -  Shakespeare. 
Section B -  The nineteenth-century novel. 

 
Paper 2 - Modern texts and poetry 
Section A -  Modern texts  - Drama or prose. 
Section B -  Poetry anthology. 
Section C - Unseen poetry. 

 
HOMEWORK: One homework set per week, per subject. Combined English Literature 

and 

Language - 1 hour 30 minutes - 2hours. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 

GCSE English Language: 

100% External exam   - 2 examinations both lasting 1 hour 45 minutes 

GCSE English Literature: 

100% External exam   - Paper 1 - 1hour 45 minutes. 

- Paper 2- 2 hours and 15 minutes. 
 

 

EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs and in groups. 

Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very important. 
 

 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy  - English exercise book 

It will be useful to have a personal dictionary and thesaurus for completion of homework, 
 

 
 
 

You need a qualification in English in all careers. It is essential.
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MATHEMATICS 
 

 

Area Leader: Mrs S Ali 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL/OCR 
 

 

CONTENT OF COURSE: All students in Years 10 and 11 take Mathematics and build on 

KS3 knowledge. 

The key areas of study are: 
Applied Mathematics                    Number and Algebra 
Geometry and Measures              Data Handling 

 
Year 10 and 11 - All students are entered for the Linear Course which is assessed through 
100% examination at the end of year 11. 

 
The GCSE Mathematics course prepares the learner for further courses at Post-16 including 
vocational courses and A Level. 

 

 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. This can be set either on the 
‘mymaths’ website or examination questions. There are many resources available on the 
Mathematics section of the Academy platform including Mathswatch video clips and past 
examination paper questions. 

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Examination - 100% 

 
Students may be entered for one of two tiers: Higher - Grades 9-4 Foundation - Grades 5-1 

 

 
 

EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines for homew ork and full     
attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to stay on task throughout the 
course. 

 

 
 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Mathematics exercise book 
It will be useful to have a scientific calculator, basic geometry set and access to a computer 
and the internet at home. 

 
 
 
 

CAREERS: 
Teaching        Nursing         Banking           Engineering        Science          Psychology 

Computing      Geography    Ecology               Weather and Climate Analysis 
Economics       Law        Business Studies        Secretarial        Accountancy       Finance 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You need a qualification in Mathematics in all careers. It is essential.
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SCIENCE 
 

Area Leader: Mr J Grainger 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: Science is a set of ideas about the material world. GCSE combined science 

Includes investigating, observing, experimenting or testing out ideas and thinking about them.  

 
Students will cover all three sciences over the two years covering the following topics:  

   

Biology 
 
1. Cell biology 
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and response 
4. Bioenergetics 
5. Homeostasis and 
response 
6. Inheritance, variation 
and evolution 
7. Ecology 

Chemistry 
 
1. Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 
2. Bonding, structure, and 

the properties of matter 
3. Quantitative chemistry 
4. Chemical changes 
5. Energy changes 
6. The rate and extent of 

chemical change 
7. Organic chemistry 
8. Chemical analysis 
9. Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 
10. Using resources 

 

Physics 
 
1. Forces 
2. Energy 
3. Waves 
4. Electricity 
5. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
6. Particle model of matter 
7. Atomic structure 

 
HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 

 There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics.  

 Each paper is 1hr and 15mins long and will count 16.7% towards their final GCSE grade. 

 The is no controlled assessment. However, there will be questions on the exam papers 
that assess your understanding of practical activities completed during the course. 

 

 
 

EXPECTATIONS: Students will be expected to stay on task at all times and complete 
homework to the required deadlines. 

 

 
 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Science exercise book 
Science text book 

 

 
 

CAREERS: 
Nursing        Doctor          Veterinary Surgeon           Medicine Teaching          Dentistry 

Physiotherapy          Pharmacy        Environmental Scientist           Marine Ecology 
Conservation         Research Scientist            Forensic Scientist … and many more! 

 

 

A qualification in Science will be beneficial in many careers.
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SPANISH 
 

Area Leader: Mrs H Marston 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: 
 

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 
 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

 

 
 

HOMEWORK: Students will receive homework at least once a week. Further to this each 
student will have a Revision Booklet which will provide the basis of the Speaking and Writing 
exam. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Paper 1: Listening -25% of GCSE 
Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language  
 
Paper 2: Speaking- 25% of GCSE 
 
Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes  
 
Paper 3: Reading- 25% 
 
Understanding and responding to different types of written language  
 
Paper 4: Writing - 25% 
 
Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes  

 
 

EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs and in groups. 
Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very important.  Students will 
be expected to stay on task at all times. 

 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: It will be useful to have a personal Spanish dictionary for completion 
of homework and preparation of controlled tasks. 

 

CAREERS: 
Translation            Interpreting         Teaching         Hotel work          Leisure and Tourism 

Export and Import       Public Relations 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED: B, C and F 

 

 
 
 
 

A language qualification in Spanish will be beneficial in many careers.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_1_Identity_and_culture_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_2_Local_national_international_and_global_areas_of_interest_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_3_Current_and_future_study_and_employment_1_1_3
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Area Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a linear course and is designed to encourage dynamic 
teaching of contemporary issues and give a clear overall view of the world in the first part of 
the 21st century. Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in 
the United Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) 
and lower income countries (LICs). Topics of study include climate change, poverty, 
deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. 
Students are also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different 
viewpoints, values and attitudes. 

 

Content 

 
The units of study will cover the following content 

 Living with the physical environment – this will include natural disasters, rainforests, 
rivers and coasts. 

 Challenges in the human environment – this will include urbanisation, migration, 
economic development, managing water and energy. 

 Geographical applications – students will complete a decision making activity. Part of the 
examination will be based upon the two compulsory fieldwork visits. 

 Geographical skills – this will include map skills and working with data.  

 

 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes - 1 hour. 
 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
The course is 100% examination. The examinations are no longer tiered. 

 

EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very 
important. Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Geography exercise book  

 

CAREERS:   

Civil Service           Estate Management Environmental Agencies 
Environmental Science         Teaching Conservation      Town Planning Surveying 
Marketing Transport Planning            Environmental Risk Assessment      Tourism 

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  D and E 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No 
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Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No 

 

HISTORY 
 

Subject Leader: Mrs D Winters 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 
CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a linear course, consisting of four units; one period 
study, one thematic study, one wider world depth study and one British depth study including 
the historic environment. 

Paper 1 : Understanding the Modern World 

Section A 

Students will study:  America 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality 
 

This will include the following topics: 

 American people and the ‘Boom’. 

 The Great Depression and the New Deal. 

 Post War America. (Including Civil Rights Campaign) 

Section B 

Students will study:  Conflict and tension  

This will include the following topics: 

 Peacemaking 1919 

 League of Nations and international peace 1920-1939 

 The origins and outbreak of the Second World War 

 

Paper 2: Shaping the Nation 

Section A 

Students will study:  Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 
 Medicine stands still. (Medieval approaches to medicine) 
 The beginnings of change.(The impact of renaissance)  
 A revolution in medicine. (Improvements in public health) 
 Modern medicine 

Section B 

Students will study:  Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

 Elizabeth's court and Parliament 

 Life in Elizabethan times 

 Troubles at home and abroad 

 The historic environment of Elizabethan England 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes-1 hour 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Examinations - students are 
entered               for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G Paper 1:  Written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes, 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 50% of GCSE.  
Paper 2: Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar) 50% of GCSE. 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very 
Important. Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - History exercise book 
CAREERS: 
Civil Service       Estate Management         Police    Teaching    Law       Environmental 
Health     Environmental Science          Teaching        Banking       Insurance          Museum   
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: No examination         EXAMINATION BOARD: N/A 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: All students in Year 10 and 11 take part in PE lessons and build 
on the knowledge, skills and experiences gained in years 7-9.  Year 11 PE offers students the 
opportunity to use off site facilities and students choose at this stage which activities they wish 
to pursue. 

 
As in KS3 the emphasis is on developing self-worth, confidence and interdependence in group 
situations. Whilst skills are important to all activities, individual abilities are recognised for 
what they are and therefore, participation and involvement in lessons are seen as important as 
the degree of success achieved. 

 
The curriculum for boys and girls differs in some areas, but in KS4 all activities aim for greater 
depth and detail. 

 
Activities offered include - Aerobics, Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Circuit Training, Cricket, 
Fitness, Handball, Netball, Rounders, Rugby, Trampolining, Soccer, Sports Training, Tennis 
and Volleyball. 

 
HOMEWORK: Not applicable 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: No examination 
Students are internally assessed using the Bristnall Hall Academy Assessment Policy. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and 
as part of a team.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very im- 
portant. Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: PE kit 

 
NEXT STEPS: Continue to participate in a healthy lifestyle using community links.  Fur- 
ther participation by attending local clubs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical activity will be beneficial for lifelong fitness.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Area Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE course             EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: The course provides an opportunity for candidates to build up- 
on the foundations of KS3 Religious Studies and gives students the opportunity to study a 
breadth of religions and/or beliefs. The course will study Christianity and/or one or more other 
principal religions. 

 
Students have the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of religion 
through exploration of the significance and impact of beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, 
ways of life and forms of expressing meaning.  Students also learn to express their personal 
responses and informed insights on fundamental questions and issues about identity, 
belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments. The course is made up of two 
units: 
Religion and life issues. 
Religion and morality 

 
Skills needed: 
Expression - Communicate clearly and effectively in writing and verbally. 
Empathy - Considering the thoughts, feelings, opinions and values of others. 
Evaluation - Examining ideas, questions and disputes about religious, philosophical and 
ethical questions. 
Self Awareness - Be able to see the place of belief in one’s own life. 
Analysis - Recognising the essential features that make up a belief, teaching or attitude. 

 
HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45-60minutes. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Two examinations each of 1 hour and 30 minutes. 100% examination.  

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must have the ability to reflect, empathise and analyse.  Stu- 
dents must have an interest in personal and social development and current world and reli- 
gious 
issues.  Students are required to work independently, in pairs and in groups.  Students will 
have the opportunity to take part in discussion and respect other people’s opinions. They will 
be expected to stay on task at all times and full attendance is very important. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Religious Studies exercise book 

 

CAREERS:  

Nursing Medicine Teaching Health Care Police Lawyer 
Psychology Doctor Social Worker Human Resource Manager Sociologist 

 

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED: C and E 
 
 
 

 

 

This subject will be will help develop your awareness of the world.
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PSHEe AND WORK RELATED LEARNING 
 

 
 

PSHEE – PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION 
PSHE education develops the qualities and attributes our students need to thrive as individ- 
uals, family members and members of society.  It equips our students with the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and strategies required to live healthy, safe, productive, capable, re- 
sponsible and balanced lives. A critical component of PSHE education is providing opportu- 
nities for our students to reflect on and clarify their own values and attitudes and explore the 
complex and sometimes conflicting range of values and attitudes they encounter now and in 
the future. 

 
ENTERPRISE 
At Bristnall Hall Academy we believe that Enterprise education is important for our stu- 
dents and prepares them for employment.  PSHEe encourages students to be enterprising 
and supports them in making effective transitions, positive learning and career choices and 
in achieving economic wellbeing. It contributes to personal development by helping our stu- 
dents to build their confidence, resilience and self-esteem, and to identify and manage risk, 
make informed choices and understand what influences their decisions. 

 
PSHEe enables students to recognise, accept and shape their identities, to understand and 
accommodate difference and change, to manage emotions and to communicate construc- 
tively in a variety of settings. Developing an understanding of themselves, empathy and the 
ability to work with others will help students to form and maintain good relationships, devel- 
op the essential skills for future employability and better enjoy and manage their lives. 

 
WORK RELATED LEARNING 
A variety of learning experiences and activities seek to help our students understand the 
world of work in general and their place in it as an individual. An important element of the 
course is to help students make an appropriate choice or career and so decision making 
skills and research skills are emphasised. 

 
All Key Stage 4 students are entitled to at least one careers interview with a personal adviser 
and parents/carers are welcome to attend if they wish to do so. Students are made aware of 
all of the opportunities available to them when they leave college. 
All students are expected to complete one week of work experience during Year 10. This ac- 
tivity aids the personal development of the student and forms a useful bridge between college 
and the world of work. 

 
As part of the student’s preparation for applying for jobs and courses Career’s sessions are 
completed at the end of Year 10 to enable students to learn how to complete application forms 
and letters, Curriculum Vitae and Interview techniques. This module incorporates sessions 
with the personal adviser and visitors from the business world. 
Throughout the whole of the course it is emphasised that the students must take responsibility 
for their future and it is the intention of all staff involved that the necessary skills are taught in 
order to achieve this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This subject will develop your skills to become confident and independent.
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OPTION CHOICE SUBJECTS 
 
 
 

 

OPTION CHOICE 
SUBJECTS 

 
 
 

 

Students can choose from 
these option subjects 

 

 
 
 
 

Use your ‘Know Yourself’ type to help 
select subjects that appeal to you. 

 

 
 
 

 

Read these pages carefully so you understand 
what studying these subjects involves.
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ART AND DESIGN 
 

Subject Leader: Miss E Flint 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study a wide and varied course.  Many aspects of 
painting, drawing, print-making, and three dimensional studies and critical and historical studies 
may be covered. The course requires students to demonstrate an ability to individually investi- 
gate their own ideas, experiment with media and materials and produce high quality artefacts 
that link closely to a given theme. Students must also demonstrate their understanding of their 
own and others’ work through preparatory studies, preliminary sketches and notes. 

 
When you study Art and Design  you will develop your creative and technical skills to be an 
artist or designer. You will build on your imaginative powers and you will spend time making 
and designing, using different materials in creative ways.  The course will develop your skills 
and make you see and experience the world around you with a universal visual language. 

 
Students opting for this course should have demonstrated an enthusiasm and commitment to 
the subject.  It will also give a real creative balance to other GCSE examinations, core or 
optional. Extra curricular homework sessions are an integral part of the course in Year 11 and 
must be attended. 

 
HOMEWORK: Minimum of one homework set per week - 1 hour. 
Students are required to keep a sketchbook and to undertake independent research. Students 
are required to attend after school homework clubs for one hour per week during year 11. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Coursework - 60% - 1 unit of work using a variety of media and techniques to show 
experimentation, development and modifications. The unit will contain a Critical Studies 
component requiring the student to research one or more artists. 

 
Examination - 40% - 1 unit of work giving students the choice of title/subject from the final 
examination paper. Students have a set preparatory period, culminating in a ten hour timed 
test in examination conditions. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs and in groups. 
Students must be creative and are expected to complete independent research throughout the 
course.  You must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is vital. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Art Sketch book  and materials. 
Provided by student - Sharpener, eraser, A1 Poly-holdall. 

 
CAREERS: 
Designing        Advertising        Media        Fashion        Fine Artist       Illustrator         Teaching 

Interior Design        Curator        Community Arts Worker      Craft Worker      Restoration 
Jeweller             Animator           Graphic Designer          Marketing            Fine Art 

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 

 

 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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BUSINESS and ENTERPRISE 
 

Area Leader: Mrs T Cutler 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: Cambridge National Certificate in Business and Enterprise              
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: 
Students study 3 units of work: 

 
Unit 1- Introduction to Business 
Unit 2 - Planning for Work 
Unit 3 -Setting up and running an Enterprise 

 
HOMEWORK: One homework task per week - 45-60 minute. This could be research, plan- 
ning, revision or attendance to extra sessions. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 

 
Unit 1 is assessed by a 1 hour written paper (exam- 25%).  
Unit 2 is assessed by students completing research and an assignment on employment areas 
and job roles. (25%) 
Unit 3 is assessed by learner's work towards an enterprise activity and an assignment, which 
are assessed internally (50%) 

 
EXPECTATIONS:  
Meet all deadlines for research and coursework. 
Complete work to the best of their ability. 
Good written communication skills. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - folder and exercise book. 

 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for completion of additional 
work. 

 
SKILLS DEVELOPED 
Practical (time management), presentation skills, personal and interpersonal skills and cogni- 
tive skills. 

 
CAREERS: 
Business Administration        Finance           Accountancy      Self Employed 

Personal Assistant           Human Resources 

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED: E and F 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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CATERING (Food Preparation and Nutrition) 
 

Subject Teacher: Mrs Pocknell 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: Eduqas 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: 
1. Food commodities e.g. cereals, fruit and vegetables, sugars, dairy, fats, meat/fish and 
vegetarian alternatives. The course will look at their value in the diet, their working 
characteristics, experiments to understand changes occurring during cooking and also current 
recommended guidelines for a healthy diet  
2. Principles of nutrition - the role of the main nutrients in the diet, their sources, function and 
deficiency diseases  
3. Diet and good health     4.The science of food    5. Where food comes from   
6. Cooking and food preparation 

 
HOMEWORK: May take the form of theoretical work for the subject based on activities 
related to the course. Students will be required to undertake individual research and  
extension tasks to support work undertaken in lessons. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Single tier 1- 9 
Component 1 50%: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes   
This component will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions and will assess the 
six areas of content as listed in the specified GCSE content. 
Component 2 50%: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action Non-examination assessment: 
Assessment 1: 8 hours     Assessment 2: 12 hours   
Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment 
A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. A report of 1500 words will 
be produced 
Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment 
Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. A report will be produced of 15 
sides 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students considering this option must have a genuine interest in the 
subject and also be prepared to 
- undertake a wide variety of practical work                - work as part of a team 
- ensure that all portfolio work is kept up to date         - pay for/bring in ingredients 

 
CAREERS: Studying food preparation and nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid career 
options. Consumers are becoming increasingly reliant on the food industry to develop solutions 
for their nutritional needs. This course could lead you into roles such as a Chef, Food Product 
Developer, Buyer (who travels the world sourcing new food products for manufacturers), Food 
Safety Inspectors, Nutritionists, Dieticians, Quality Managers, Teacher, Food Engineer, Food 
Scientist, Food Technologist, Food Photographer, Food Stylist, Home Economist, Hotel and 
Restaurant Manager, Microbiologist, working in food magazines, radio and television – for more 
information on food careers please visit www. http://tastycareers.org.uk/ 

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A, D and F 

 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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CHILDREN’S PLAY, LEARNING and DEVELOPMENT 
 

Lead Subject Teacher: Mrs N Creaven 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC First Award in Children's Play, Learning and Development - 

Level 2.   
  
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

 
CONTENT OF COURSE:  
This qualification gives students the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding by 
applying their learning skills in a work-related context.                                  
The course consists of three units:  

 Unit 1:  This unit underpins all of the other learning in this qualification.  This will give 
students the opportunity to demonstrate and apply their knowledge and understanding of the 
growth and development of children, the characteristics of children's development from 
birth up to eight years and how adults in early years settings can support children's 
development. 

 Unit 2:  Students will understand how play promotes children’s development in the early 
years settings, how different play opportunities promote children’s development and how 
play is structured in the early years settings. 

 Unit 3:  Students will understand the importance of inclusive practice in early years, explore 
ways in which early years settings implement inclusive practice, understand how children are 
empowered in early years settings and the importance of the key person approach in 
supporting children’s development. 

 

 

HOMEWORK: Homework will be set on a weekly basis and will be based on examination type 
questions. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
One examination that is based on Unit 1 - this will be a 60 minute examination that is worth 50 
marks. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students undertaking this course should have a genuine interest in 
young children and be prepared to undertake a wide variety of work. They must also be 
prepared to attend Study Support, meet deadlines and work independently 
 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Memory Stick 

 
CAREERS: 
Primary Health Care        Nanny       Health Worker      Childcare         Nursery Nurse 

Children’s Nurse                Primary School Teacher 
 

This course will inspire students to consider a career in early years, or related sectors.  It will 

support progression to a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic course, such as early 

years, health and social care or psychology, or an apprenticeship.    

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and C 
 
 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

Subject Leader: Miss J Mole 
  

DETAILS OF COURSE:  GCSE (9-1) Computer Science EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: Computing is of enormous importance to the economy, and the role of 
Computer Science as a discipline itself and as an ‘underpinning’ subject across Science and 
Engineering it is growing rapidly.  Computing is an intellectually challenging, creative, practical 
and rewarding discipline that involves invention and excitement where learners can apply the 
knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to real-world problems. Computer Science values 
computational thinking, helping learners to develop the skills to solve problems, an essential skill 
for life.   

 
The new specification will enable learners to develop computational thinking skills built on a 
sound base of conceptual learning and understanding. Whilst this course is not specifically 
mapped to any particular industry standard IT qualifications, it will provide a sound preparatory 
basis of study for students.  In addition, the course provides the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that a growing number of employers are demanding. 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work for the subject and students will 
be required to complete End of Unit Assessment Tasks.  

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Course is split into 4 units of work, 2 
written papers (80% total GCSE) and 2 controlled assessments (20% total GCSE).  

 
 Computer systems: A 90 minute written paper that covers knowledge about computer 

systems, e.g. hardware, software & networks. 
 

 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: A 90 minute written paper that covers 
technical understanding, programming techniques and computational logic.   

 
 Programming project: A controlled assessment in the form where the exam board will set a 

choice of challenges for you to solve.  You will solve tasks from areas of interest, e.g. 

mobile, gaming, web or more traditional PC-based problems.   

Students are assessed on the new GCSE 9-1 grading scheme (9 being the top level). 
 

EXPECTATIONS: A mature and sensible approach to learning how to program and a  
desire to understand how games and smartphones applications are developed and created.  

  
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for 
completion of homework and class work. 

  
CAREERS: 
Computer Programmer, Games Development, Computer Maintenance, Software designer, 
Architect, Engineer, Publisher, Medical Researcher, Sports Coach, Network Management & 
Security, Digital Forensics and Music or Film Producer   (the list is endless) 

  
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  D and F 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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DANCE - GCSE 
 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE                EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: 
Students will study four units of work. 

 
Course Outline 
A practical based course ideal if you are enthusiastic about dance and want to learn new 
skills. 

 
Unit 1: Critical Appreciation - Students study at least two Professional dance works. 
Assessment: Written paper – 1 hour (externally assessed)  50 marks – 20% 

 
Unit 2: Set dance - Students perform a solo dance that will be taught by the teacher and is 
set by AQA exam board. The style of the dance is Contemporary. 
Assessment: Practical Exam (externally assessed) 30 marks – 20% 

 
Unit 3: Performance in a duo/group - Students perform in a duo or group dance that relates 
to a Professional dance work students have studied. The performance will last between 3 - 3 
½ minutes. Assessment: Practical exam (controlled assessment) 30 marks - 20% 

 
Unit 4: Choreography - This unit is in 2 parts. 
Part 1 - students learn 3 motifs/phrases which they develop into a solo performance. 
Part 2 - students choreograph a solo/duo or group dance from an idea/theme of their choice. 
Assessment: Practical exam (controlled assessment) 
Part 1 - 20 marks/15% 
Part 2 - 40 marks/25% 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical and practical work for the 
subject. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Practical exam 80%          Written exam 20% 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and 
as part of a team.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very im- 
portant. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: 
Black leotard and dance shoes. Dance exercise book and folder – Provided by Academy. 
PE kit or Dance kit will be available to order. 

 
CAREERS: 
Dancer        Choreographer         Coaching         Teaching         Theatre work          Media work 
Stage Management         Dance Therapist          Music Industry                Dance Company Member 

 
 
 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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DANCE - BTEC 
 

 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC — Award in Performing Arts 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
Compulsory Unit 
Individual Showcase 
Specialist Units - Two Units from the choices below 
Dance Skills 
Preparation, performance and production 

 
A BTEC qualification is a practical, work-related course.  Students learn by completing 
projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and 
demands.  It introduces you to the employment area you have chosen and provides a good 
basis to go on to more advanced work-related qualifications. 

 
Students will participate in technique classes and will learn a variety of dance styles. There 
will also be opportunities for student to present dance work within a performance environment. 
Students who opt for this subject are expected to have an excellent participation record in KS3 
as this is a practically based course. The course is designed for enthusiastic, energetic 
students and it requires self-discipline and a great deal of motivation. 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work for the subject and stu- 
dents will be required to complete End of Unit Assessment Tasks. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Grades available range from: 
Pass Merit 
Distinction 
Distinction* 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and 
as 
part of a team. Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very important. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Dance exercise book and folder 
Essential - PE kit and students are encouraged to purchase dance shoes. 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for completion of homework 
and class work. 

 
CAREERS: 
Dancer      Choreographer      Coaching      Teaching      Theatre Work         Media Work 
Stage Management        Dance Therapist         Music Industry         Dance Company Member 

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 

 
 
 

 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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TAKE A BREAK AND UPDATE YOUR  NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are half way through the subject pages so 
take a break!!! 

 

 
 

Don’t try and read all at once. This is a 
crucial decision which will impact on the next 
two years of your life. 
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FILM STUDIES 
 

 

Area Leader: Miss R Begum 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE:  
Film is widely acknowledged as the major art form of the 20th century and today film continues 
to be an important part of most people’s cultural experience. This specification is designed to 
build upon students’ own experience of film – as consumers and creators – and to encourage a 
recognition of the complexity of this experience within an increasingly globalised, 
interconnected environment. Students will: 

   

 develop a critical and investigative approach to films, the film industry and film audiences; 

 study patterns of similarity and difference across a range of films;   

 recognise the ways in which films represent people, places, ideas, issues and events to 

different audiences;   

 recognise the ways in which film technologies shape film productions;   

 recognise and explore the creative possibilities of film and film products;   

 engage with aesthetic, technical, economic, ethical and moral issues as they arise in their 

study of film, film audiences and the film industry. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Year one: Controlled assessments (50%) Comprises of six assessment pieces.  
Assessments one and two will be focused on a pre-existing film. Students will produce a 
research report and an analytical essay. Assessments three to six will focus on the students 
own idea for a brand new film based on the horror genre. Students will be expected to produce 
a film pitch, screenplay, posters/trailer and evaluation.  
Year Two: Examinations (50%) Examinations comprises of two external papers.  
Paper one will focus on a specific genre within the film industry. Students will be tested on their 
knowledge of conventions of the genre, themes, marketing and promotion.  
Paper two looks at a film outside of Hollywood. Students will study a foreign language film and 
explore the theme, issues and context shown within it.  

 
HOMEWORK: 
Students will be expected to complete independent research and study at home to extend their 
learning in preparation for the examinations and assessments.  

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students will need a keen interest in films from different genres, eras and 
countries. They will also need to be creative and imaginative, as well as a need to work 
independently, in pairs, groups and as part of a team.  Students must be able to meet 
deadlines and full attendance is very important, so as not to fall behind. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Media Studies exercise book. It will be 
useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for completion of various homework 
tasks.  

  
CAREERS:  Public Relations    Teaching     TV/ Film production  Publishing  

 Screen writer/ Director                Presenting          Editing/ Editor         Reviewer   
 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Area Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a linear course and is designed to encourage dynamic 
teaching of contemporary issues and give a clear overall view of the world in the first part of the 
21st century. Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the 
United Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and 
lower income countries (LICs). Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, 
global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are 
also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values 
and attitudes. 

 

Content 

 
The units of study will cover the following content 

 Living with the physical environment – this will include natural disasters, rainforests, rivers 
and coasts. 

 Challenges in the human environment – this will include urbanisation, migration, economic 
development, managing water and energy. 

 Geographical applications – students will complete a decision making activity. Part of the 
examination will be based upon the two compulsory fieldwork visits. 

 Geographical skills – this will include map skills and working with data.  

 

 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes - 1 hour. 
 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
The course is 100% examination. The examinations are no longer tiered. 

 

EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very 
important. Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Geography exercise book  

 

CAREERS:   

Civil Service           Estate Management Environmental Agencies 
Environmental Science         Teaching Conservation      Town Planning Surveying 
Marketing Transport Planning            Environmental Risk Assessment      Tourism 

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  D and E 
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GRAPHICS 
 

Area Leader: Mrs N Barnsley 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is constructed around two strands, one controlled 
assessment (60%) and one externally assessed (40%). 

 
Controlled Assessment  Details 
Section 1 – investigating the users of products, creating a design brief profiling a client, evalu- 
ating existing products and writing a specification. 
Section 2 – creating a range of design ideas which are evaluated against the specification, 
creating scaled models of chosen design and evaluating. Focussed research is required to 
support the final prototype design choices. 
Section 3 - planning and making of prototype to suit design brief. 
Section 4 - detailed evaluation of all sections. 

 
External Assessment (40%) - Strand one examines the sustainability element of the course; 
recycle, reuse, reduce, refuse, rethink and repair as well as the students’ design and 
communication skills. The course will examine students’ knowledge of designing and making 
quality products, production planning, smart and modern materials, tools/equipment, industrial 
processes, new technologies, environmental and health and safety issues. 

 
In Year 10 students work on completing controlled assessment, moving on to examination 
preparation in Year 11.Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their 
work, including computer aided design and manufacture.  Neat and clear presentation is very 
important and practical work should be completed to a high degree of accuracy. 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework will support the controlled assessment and may take the form 
of theoretical work or design based activities. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Internal Assessment 60% - 40 Hour Controlled Assessment 
External Assessment 40% - Examination made up of short answer questions and ques- 
tions including sketched answers. The final part of the paper will require an extended re- 
sponse in order to achieve the higher grades. There is only one tiered paper sat by all stu- 
dents. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students should have a genuine interest in this area of study and be 
prepared to undertake a variety of design and practical work.  Controlled assessment portfoli- 
os must be of a high standard and kept up to date.  Students must be prepared to attend extra 
sessions to improve the quality of the coursework. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Graphics folder 
Essential:  Pens, pencil crayons.               Optional:    Computer and Internet access. 

 
CAREERS: 
Product Designer       Architect        Graphic Designer        Teacher         Interior Designer 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE - GCSE 
 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE                 EXAMINATION BOARD:  OCR 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a modular course, consisting of tw o units and is de- 
signed to give a broad introduction to health, social care and early years care practice and 
provision. It is a valuable introduction to a wide range of careers and further study.  A variety 
of outside speakers will be invited to visit and share their experiences of health, social care 
and early years services. 
Unit 1: Health, social care and early years provision 

    The range of care needs of major client groups 

    The ways people can obtain services and the possible barriers that could prevent people 
from gaining access to services 

    The types of services that exist to meet client group needs and how they are organised 

    The principles of care that underpin all care work 
 The main work roles and skills of people who provide health, social care and early years 

services. 
Unit 2: Understanding personal development and relationships 

    The stages and patterns of human growth and development 

    The different factors that can affect growth and development 

    The development of self-concept and different types of relationships 

    Major life changes and sources of support 
 

 

HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work or research in prepara- 
tion for assessment and students will be required to complete. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Unit 1 – Controlled assessment – 60% - completed in Year 10 - Your controlled assessment 
will be ideally based around a year 10 work experience one week placement in an early years 
setting. 
Unit 2 – External examination – 40% - taken at the end of Year 11 
With the new specification students will not have chance to re-sit the examination if they do 
not gain their target grade. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and 
as part of a team.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very im- 
portant. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by the Academy - Exercise books and A4 folder 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for completion of homework 
and class work. 

 
CAREERS: 
Nursing           Medicine       Social work       Care work      Nursery nursing       Teaching 
Dentistry   Occupational therapy     Speech therapy    Psychology     Youth work      Midwifery 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE - BTEC 
 

 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC                  EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a modular course, consisting of four units and is de- signed to 
give a broad introduction to health, social care and early years care practice and provision. It is 
valuable as an introduction to a wide range of careers and to further study.   
 
Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development - How do people grow and develop throughout their 
lives? How can factors such as lifestyle choices, relationships and life events affect your growth 
and development? 
 
Unit 2: Health and Social Care Values - What is good practice in health and social care? 
What ensures that good practice is applied to support individuals who use health and social 
care services? 
 
Unit 4: Social Influences on Health and Wellbeing - How do people develop their views 
about the difference between right and wrong? Why do people hold the beliefs and attitudes 
they do? How can an individual's relationships, income or education affect their health and 
wellbeing? 
 
Unit 5: Promoting Health & Wellbeing- Being healthy can mean different things to different 
people. Many injuries and diseases can be prevented if people make healthy lifestyle choices 
and know how to reduce risks to their health. Health promotion is the area of health that raises 
awareness of these issues, and educates people on how to be healthy.  
 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work for the subject and students 
will be required to complete. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Unit 1 – External examination – 25% Unit 2 –Controlled Assessment -25% 
Unit 4 – Controlled Assessment 25%  
Unit 5 – Controlled Assessment – 25% 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and as part 
of a team.  All students will be expected to contribute fully.  A range of learning styles will be 
used to ensure accessibility for all students. Students must be able to meet deadlines and full 
attendance is very important. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by the Academy - Exercise books and A4 folder 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for completion of homework 
and class work. 
 
CAREERS: 
Nursing           Medicine       Social work       Care work      Nursery nursing       Teaching 
Dentistry   Occupational therapy     Speech therapy    Psychology     Youth work      Midwifery 
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HISTORY 
 

 

Subject Leader: Mrs D Winters 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 
CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a linear course, consisting of four units; one period study, 
one thematic study, one wider world depth study and one British depth study including the 
historic environment. 

Paper 1 : Understanding the Modern World 

Section A 

Students will study:  America 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality 
This will include the following topics: 

 American people and the ‘Boom’. 

 The Great Depression and the New Deal. 

 Post War America. (Including Civil Rights Campaign) 

Section B 

Students will study:  Conflict and tension  

This will include the following topics: 

 Peacemaking 1919 

 League of Nations and international peace 1920-1939 

 The origins and outbreak of the Second World War 

Paper 2: Shaping the Nation 

Section A 

Students will study:  Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 
 Medicine stands still. (Medieval approaches to medicine) 
 The beginnings of change.(The impact of renaissance)  
 A revolution in medicine. (Improvements in public health) 
 Modern medicine 

Section B 

Students will study:  Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

 Elizabeth's court and Parliament 

 Life in Elizabethan times 

 Troubles at home and abroad 

 The historic environment of Elizabethan England 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes-1 hour 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Examinations - students are entered               
for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G Paper 1:  Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 84 marks 
(including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 50% of GCSE.  Paper 2: Written 
exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 
50% of GCSE. 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very 
Important. Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - History exercise book 
CAREERS:Civil Service       Estate Management         Police    Teaching    Law       
Environmental Health     Environmental Science          Teaching        Banking       Insurance          
Museum   Politics 

 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) Yes   Maybe   No



BRISTNALL HALL ACADEMY KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM AND OPTION CHOICES 2016  

36 
 

 

iMedia (Creative) 
 

 

Subject Leader: Miss J Mole 
  

DETAILS OF COURSE:  Creative iMedia   EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
  

CONTENT OF COURSE: Creative iMedia is one of the most exciting courses available and plays 
an important part in many areas of our everyday lives and the UK economy.  There is a demand 
from employers for an increasingly skilled and technically literate workforce as more and more 
media products are produced digitally. 

 
Creative iMedia teaches the use of digital technologies to create graphics, animation, sound, 
video, film, and television, digital photography, web development and gaming with IT at the 
forefront.  Students will develop a wide range of skills across a variety of units using industry 
standard software such as Adobe Suite as well as learning how pre-production skills are used to 
create high quality products.  The range of skills developed open many doors for students either 
wishing to continue studies at university or thinking of starting a career in graphic design, web 
development, animation and computer games design 

 
This specification covers the blend of creativity and technicality of computing and provides 
students with specific and transferable skills and a solid foundation in understanding and applying 
this subject, whether it is in employment or higher education.   

 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work for the subject and students will 
be required to complete End of Unit Assessment Tasks.  

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 25% assessed by examination and 75% 
assessed by coursework. Many students find that the high level of coursework helps them to 
produce their best work for assessment. 

 
Students complete four units of work to gain the Award which is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade at 
A*- F.  There are two Mandatory units entitled Pre-production Skills and Creating Digital Graphics 
and two optional units selected by the teachers based on student preference and capability. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: You will hold a genuine interest in making media products. Good at generating 
your own ideas and working as part of a team. You will need to be confident, well organised and 
creative. You will also need to be able to carry out independent research and analysis tasks. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home for 
completion of homework and class work. 

  
CAREERS: 
Computer Programmer, Games Development, Computer Maintenance, Software designer, 
Architect, Engineer, Publisher, Medical Researcher, Sports Coach, Photography, Music or Film 
Producer,   (the list is endless) 

  
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A, B, D and F 
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MUSIC - GCSE 
 

 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: GCSE Music allows students to study their own musical inter- 
ests. The course is designed to allow the study of music through the integration of performing, 
composing, listening and appraising, with the opportunity to use music technology in 
performance and as a compositional tool. The course involves: 

    Performing 

    Listening to all kinds of music 

    Creating your own music either on an instrument or using a computer 

    Giving students the opportunity to play with others e.g. in rock groups, bands, orchestras, 
choirs. 

    Giving students the opportunity to learn more about and use music technology. 
 

There is no written coursework in Music, it is all practical. Students perform two pieces of their 
own choice. One piece will be a solo in any style or instrument; the other will be an ensemble 
performance in any style or instrument.  You will create/compose two pieces of music in a 
style that you enjoy. 

 
If you are interested in music technology you can use computer sequences, multitrack 
recorders, digital recording and sampling in the preparation of compositions. 

 
HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
60% Coursework - 2 performance and 2 compositions 
20% Creative task - externally assessed composition 
20% Listening exam 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must have an interest in Music, be creative and be commit- 
ted to practising your chosen instrument outside of lesson time. Students must be able to 
meet deadlines and full attendance is very important. Students are required to work inde- 
pendently, in pairs and in groups. Students are encouraged to take part in ‘Words and Music 
Evening’. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Music A4 folder 
It may be useful to have keyboard at home and the Edexcel GCSE Music Student Guide for 
completion of homework, practice and class work. 

 

CAREERS:  

Arts Administration Orchestra Member Session Musician Teaching Theatre 
Production Film         Television Music Therapist DJ Composer 

 

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED: A and B 
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MUSIC - BTEC 
 

 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 

DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC         EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study four units of w ork. 

Compulsory Units 
- Working in the Music Industry (examination) 
- Professional Development in the Music Industry 

 
Specialist Units: Two units from the list below 
- Planning and Creating a music product            - Solo Musical performance 
- Exploring musical composition                         - Working as a musical ensemble 
- Developing as a musical performer                  - Rehearsal techniques for musicians 

 
Optional Qualification: Students will be offered the opportunity to complete ABRSM Graded 
music Theory. 

 
A BTEC qualification is a practical, work related course with one unit assessed as a compulso- 
ry examination unit. Students learn by completing projects and assignments that are based on 
realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 

 
It introduces you to the employment area you have chosen and provides a good basis to go on 
to more advanced work-related qualifications. 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work for the subject and stu- 
dents will be required to complete End of Unit Assessment Tasks. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: Grades available range from: 
Level 1 
Pass Merit 
Distinction 
Distinction* 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and 
as part of a team.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very im- 
portant. This is not a practically based course. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Music exercise book and folder 

 

CAREERS:  

Arts Administration Orchestra Member Session Musician Teaching Theatre 
Production Film           Television Music Therapist DJ Composer 

 

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Sport) 
 

 

Area Leader: Miss M Taylor 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC                         EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 
  

CONTENT OF COURSE: 
The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established in Key Stage 3 
Physical Education. It will give you exciting opportunities to be involved in a number of different 
physical activities, promoting an active and healthy lifestyle.  You should have an interest in 
physical education and sport, enjoy being active and appreciate the benefits of keeping fit and 
healthy. 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical and practical work for the subject. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
  
Fitness for sport and exercise. Fitness for sport and exercise is core to the programme of 
study. This unit has links to, and underpins, the other units for sport. This unit is particularly 
relevant if you would like to work in sports coaching, elite sport or personal training.(25% of 
overall grade. Examination at end of Year 11) 
 
Practical Sports Performance 
This unit introduces you to a variety of different sports and, through participating in 
different sports, it is expected that you will develop knowledge of the associated rules, 
regulations, scoring systems, skills, techniques and tactics. (25% of overall grade. Internal 
Controlled Assessment) 
 
The Sports Performer in Action 
This unit will look at the training effects that occur when a person regularly participates in sport 
and physical activity over a given period of time. (25% of overall grade. Internal Controlled 
Assessment) 

  
Training for Personal Fitness 
This unit supports you in achieving personal training goals. 
Likewise, if you already possess good to exceptional levels of fitness, then this unit will help you 
to develop a training programme to maintain those levels while taking the opportunity to safely 
explore other training methods you might not usually experience. (25% of overall grade. 
Internal Controlled Assessment) 

  
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in pairs, in groups and as part 
of a team.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very im- portant. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: PE kit must be brought to all practical lessons. 
Provided by Academy - GCSE PE exercise book and folder. 
 
CAREERS: 
These include: recreational management, leisure activities, coaching, officiating, the fitness 
industry, the armed forces and the Civil Service 
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RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 

 

Subject Teacher: Miss L Neail 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is constructed around two strands, one 
controlled assessment (60%) and one externally assessed (40%). 

 
Controlled Assessment  Details 
Section 1 – investigating the users of products, creating a design brief profiling a client, 
evalu- ating existing products and writing a specification. 
Section 2 – creating a range of design ideas which are evaluated against the specification, 
creating scaled models of chosen design and evaluating. Focussed research is required 
to support the final prototype design choices. 
Section 3 - planning and making of prototype to suit design 
brief. Section 4 - detailed evaluation of all sections. 

 
External Assessment (40%) - Strand one examines the sustainability element of the 
course; recycle, reuse, reduce, refuse, rethink and repair as well as the students’ design and 
communication skills. The course will examine students’ knowledge of designing and 
making quality products, production planning, smart and modern materials, tools/equipment, 
industrial processes, new technologies, environmental and health and safety issues. 

 
In Year 10 students work on completing controlled assessment, moving on to examination 
preparation in Year 11.Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their 
work, including computer aided design and manufacture.  Neat and clear presentation is 
very important and practical work should be completed to a high degree of accuracy. 

 
HOMEWORK: Homework will support the controlled assessment and may take the 
form of theoretical work or design based activities. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Internal Assessment 60% - 40 Hour Controlled 
Assessment 
External Assessment 40% - Examination made up of short answer questions and 
ques- tions including sketched answers. The final part of the paper will require an extended 
re- sponse in order to achieve the higher grades. There is only one tiered paper sat by all 
stu- dents. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students should have a genuine interest in this area of study and be 
prepared to undertake a variety of design and practical work.  Controlled Assessment 
portfoli- os must be of a high standard and kept up to date.  Students must be prepared to 
attend extra sessions to improve the quality of the coursework. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Resistant Materials folder 
Essential:  Pens, pencil crayons.               Optional:    Computer and Internet access. 

 
CAREERS:  
Product Designer             Teaching             Carpentry             Building/Construction 
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    SOCIOLOGY 
 

 

Area Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course            EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: Students develop a wide range of knowledge and understanding 
about society, and how sociologists study and understand its structures, processes and issues. 
Sociology is exciting, interesting and relevant to students’ lives. This course will encourage 
students to take a questioning approach to evidence and issues, therefore developing their 
critical, evaluative skills. 

 

Content: 

 
This course consists of two units: 

 
Unit 1 - Studying Society; Education; Families 

 
Unit 2 - Crime and Deviance; Mass Media; Power; Social Inequality 

 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes - 1 hour. 
 

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
The course is 100% examination.  
Unit 1 – 1 hour 30 minutes – 50% of the overall grade. 
Unit 2 – 1 hour and 30 minutes – 50% of the overall grade. 
 

 

EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very 
important. Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Sociology exercise book  

 

CAREERS:  Advice worker                      Community development worker 

Further education teacher                        International aid/development worker 

Social researcher                                     Social worker 

 Youth worker                                           Charity fundraiser 

Housing manager/officer                         Human resources officer 

 

  

 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  D and E 
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 FASHION and TEXTILES 
 

 

Subject Teacher: Mrs N Creaven 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE     EXAMINATION BOARD: OXFORD CAMBRIDGE and 
RSA 

 
CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is constructed around three strands, two internally 
assessed (60%) and one externally assessed (40%). 

 
Internal Assessment (60%) - Unit A571 is a 20 hour controlled assessment task based 
on themes set by the examination board.  Students will produce a portfolio including photo- 
graphs. They will identify a product, research it and establish a detailed design brief and speci- 
fication to improve the function of the product. They will develop a design through modelling 
and make a prototype. The main focus of this theme is recycling an sustainability.  This task 
will be 
completed in Year 10. Unit A573 is a 20 hour controlled assessment unit. Students will devel- 
op and demonstrate design skills, working with tools and equipment to make quality products 
and critically evaluate the product. This task will be completed in Year 11. 

 
External Assessment (40%) - Unit A575: Sustainability and technical aspects of design- 
ing and making. This focuses on the knowledge and understanding of the sustainability ele- 
ments of the course and the technical aspects of designing and making. The main focuses 
are; 
       Consideration of products and the environment 
       Consideration of society and the economy 
       Working with tools and materials 
       Selecting processes and designing for success 

 
Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their work, including computer 
aided design and manufacture.  They will work with a variety of materials, applying a variety of 
techniques to create quality products. 

 
HOMEWORK: May be theory w ork or design based activities related to the coursework 
project. This is in the form of a Homework Questions based on past examination papers. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Internal Assessment 60% - 40 Hour Controlled Assessment 
External Assessment 40% - 1 hour and 30 minutes written examination paper. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students should have a genuine interest in this area of study and be 
prepared to undertake a variety of design and practical work.  Coursework portfolios must be 
of a high standard and kept up to date and students will be expected to provide fabric for their 
Year 11 Controlled Assessment Task.  Students must be prepared to attend extra sessions to 
improve the quality of the coursework. 

 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by Academy - Textiles folder, Essential: Pens, pencils 
crayons       Optional: Computer/Internet access, 2/3D design software 
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TRIPLE SCIENCE 
 

Area Leader: Mr J Grainger 
 

DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE     EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE:  
Students will cover all three sciences over the two years covering the following topics:  

 

Biology 
 
1. Cell biology 
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and 
response 
4. Bioenergetics 
5. Homeostasis and 
response 
6. Inheritance, variation 
and evolution 
7. Ecology 

Chemistry 
 
11. Atomic structure and 

the periodic table 
12. Bonding, structure, 

and the properties of 
matter 

13. Quantitative chemistry 
14. Chemical changes 
15. Energy changes 
16. The rate and extent of 

chemical change 
17. Organic chemistry 
18. Chemical analysis 
19. Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 
20. Using resources 

 

Physics 
 
8. Forces 
9. Energy 
10. Waves 
11. Electricity 
12. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
13. Particle model of 

matter 
14. Atomic structure 

 
HOMEWORK: 
Homework will be set regularly and will take a variety of forms including set questions, research 
activities and revision tasks. Homework will aim to consolidate the learning covered in lessons 
whilst challenging students so that they make outstanding progress. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION:  
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics.  
Each paper is 1hr 45mins long and will each count 50% towards the final GCSE grade in that 
subject. 
There is no controlled assessment. However, there will be questions on the exam papers that 
assess your understanding of practical activities completed during the course. 

 
EXPECTATIONS 
Students will be expected to develop their knowledge, understanding and application of the 
sciences both within lessons and as part of their own study outside of lessons. This includes 
completing set homework on time and to the best of their ability. Triple science requires a real 
commitment from students due to the level of challenge involved. 

 
CAREERS: 
Dentistry, Medicine, Teaching, Engineering, Nursing, Vetinary Science, Forensic Science, 
Astronomy, Optometry, Armed Forces, 
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     Key Stage 4 

Option Choices 2016 

                                               
Name _____________________________________ Tutor Group__ 9____________ 
 
  Please indicate below your preferred subject choices. 
 

One  

Humanities subject 

GCSE Geography   
GCSE History  

 

Two  

Subjects in this 
section 
(List 4 choices in order of 
preference)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GCSE Art  
GCSE Business Enterprise 
GCSE Catering (Food and Nutrition) 
BTEC Children’s Play and Development 
GCSE Computer Science 
GCSE Dance   
BTEC Dance   
GCSE Film Studies 
GCSE Geography 
GCSE Graphics 
GCSE Health and Social Care 
BTEC Health and Social Care 
GCSE History 
GCSE iMedia (Creative) 
GCSE Music 
BTEC Music 
BTEC Physical Education (Sport) 
GCSE Resistant Materials 
GCSE Sociology 
GCSE Fashion and Textiles  
GCSE Triple Science 
 

1st Choice: 

2nd Choice: 

Reserve Choice 1: 

Reserve Choice 2: 

One  

Language or 
Technology subject 

 
GCSE Catering (Food and Nutrition) 
GCSE Graphics 
GCSE Resistant Materials 
GCSE Fashion and Textiles 
 
 

Choice: 

 
Student Signature: ________________    Parent/Carer Signature: _________________    Date: ___________ 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO RECEPTION ONLY BEFORE CLOSE OF 
SCHOOL MONDAY 29h FEBRUARY 2016 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Choose one D & T 
subject as a potential 
substitute for 
Languages 
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